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TERMS. 

Tur Crrcutar is published by Communists, and 
for Communists. Its main object is to help the ed- 
ucation of several confederated Associations, who 
are practically devoted to the Pentecost principle 
of community of property. Nearly all of its 
readers outside of those Associations are Commu- 
nists in principle. It is supported almost entirely 
by the free contributions of this Communist con- 
stituency. A Paper with such objects and such 
resources, cannot properly be offered for sale.— 
Freely we receive, and we freely give. Whoever 
pishes to read The Circular, can have it witrnovtr 


the day of Pentecost, brought forth innu- 
merable acts of undaunted righteousness. 
Paul, with his fiery zeal, while he had Sa- 
tan for his husband, persecuted the flock of 
God without mercy. When he was mar- 
ried to Christ, the fruits of the same fiery 
zeal were gigantic labors of love. By the 
following specimens, it will be seen that 


state in which it becomes perfectly nat- 
ural to slip round back of the outward 
face of things, and to search out the in- 
terior, God-meaning of them. 


noticing special providences. 


of God, and we shall find every fact full 
of music. God isin every thing that 
takes place; and a state of salvation, is a 


All spiritualists get into the habit of 
This is 


equally faithful in their stewardship, and vice 
versa. Neither is there room for glorying on 
one side nor envying on the other, for God 
himself superintends the destinies of both.— 
The doctrine of 1 Corinthians, 12th chapter, is 
in point, and is a retreat for those who are 
tempted with discontent. ‘‘ There are diversi- 
ties of gifts, but the same Spirit. And there 
are differences of administrations, but the same 
Lord....But the manifestation of the Spirit 
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the language of scripture concerning the 
conception and birth of righteousness, is 
the counterpart of James’s description of 
the generation of sin. ‘ Being made free 
from sin, and become servants to God, 
[that is, subjects of his spirit,] ye have 
your fruit unto holiness.’ (Rom. 5: 22.) 
‘Ye are become dead to the law by the 
body of Christ, that ye should be married 
to another, even to him that is raised 
from the dead, that we should bring forth 
fruit unto God’ (Rom. 7: 4.) See also 
John 15: 5, Gal. 5: 22. 

The Bible theory, then, of the paren- 
tage of moral action is briefly this: Hu- 
man nature is a female which conceives 
and brings forth sin or righteousness, ac- 
cording as it has Satan or God for its 
husband. 

PracticaL Remarss. 1. We see the 
folly of attempting to prevent sin by the 
law, or by any means that operate only 
to hinder actual transgression. While 
man is married to the devil, commerce 


paYING, OR PROMISING TO PAY, by applying through 
the mail, or at 48, Willow Place, Brooklyn. If 
any one chooses to pay, he may send Two DOLLARS 
for the yearly volume ; but he must not require us 
ts keep his accounts. We rely on the free gifts of 
the Family Circle for which we labor. 

par Communications should be addressed to— 
“Tur Crrcutar, Brooklyn, N. Y.” 


is given to every man to profit withal. ....If 
the whole body were an eye, where were the 
hearing? If the whole were hearing, where 
were the smelling? But now hath God set the 
members every one of them in the body, as it 
hath pleased him....And the eye cannot say 
to the hand, I have no need of thee: nor 
again the head to the feet, I have no need of 
you. Nay much more, those members of the 
body which seem to be more feeble are ne- 
cessary.”? 

On the ground of this philosophy, individ- 
ual deficiencies must be supplied from the 
fulness of the whole ; and who does not come 
in forashare? The truth is that we are 
not made for ourselves, but for God and one 
another; and the sooner we get reconciled to 
the fact the sooner shall we answer the end of 
our existence. Our responsibilty then is sim- 
ple and emphatic ; it is to put our money to 
the exchangers, that when called upon for our 
accounts we can render to God his own with 
usury; and we shall hear him say, ‘ Well 
done thou good and faithful servant; thou 
hast been faithful over a few thirgs, I will 
make thee ruler over many things: enter thou 


strictly philosophical in itself, though it 
may run into foolish interpretation. Peo- 
ple may misuse the idea, may imagine a 
meaning to facts which does not exist; yet 
the search is philosophical. All that is 
needed, is care in the interpretation.— 
All that we are looking on is a book that 
God has written, and we may be perfectly 
sure there is meaning in every word of it. 
On the one hand, it will not do to be 
hasty, and make guess-work of reading it, 
and on the other, it will not do to throw 
any of the words away, as having no 
meaning ; for he who throws away facts 
is as foolish as he who reads them accor- 
ding to his own fancies. In truth, there 
is a record of God’s purposes in every 
word of the book of events ; and we should 
get into the habit of reading and inter- 
preting every thing that goes on around 
us. If there is some meaning contained 
in every event, then by tracing events up 
to the purpose of God, the whole universe 
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Spiritual Generation. 
‘When lust hath conceived, it bringeth 
forth sin’ James 1: 15. The Greek word 
translated dust in this passage, means 
simply desire. It is so translated in Luke 
92: 15, Phil. 1: 23, and is used there and 
elsewhere in a good sense. James is not 
to be understood as intimating (as the 
usual meaning of the word dust would seem 
to intimate) that there is sin in lust or 
desire previous to the conception and birth 
of sin. He means that the natural de- 
sires of human nature, which are not sin- 
ful in themselves, are to sin what the 
mother is to the child. 
Now in every case of conception and 
birth, there is not only a mother, but a 











father. Who then is the father of sin? | petween them must continue, and concep-| of action becomes light and jad to-4n 
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is the product of the joint agency of hu- 
man desire and the spirit of Satan. So 
it was in the original transgression.— 
Eve’s natural desire of food and wisdom 
was not sinful, but it was a womb in 
which the serpent, by words of falsehood, 
begot sin. The transgression was the 
consequence of a spiritual conjunction be- 
tween her desire and his wickedness. So 
it was in the treason of Judas. His love 
of money was provoked and inflamed by 
the affair of the alabaster box, and then 
‘Satan entered into him.’ Hence the 
conception and birth of his horrible crime. 
So in the case of Ananias and Sapphira, 
Peter asked,—‘Why hath Satan filled 
thine heart to lie to the Holy Ghost?’— 
Their lie was a child begotten in their 
hearts by Satan. Accordingly John says 
‘the devil is a liar, and the FATHER of it.’ 

In natural generation the father gives 
his own image to the child, and the same 
mother may bear children of one com- 
plexion by one husband, and children of 
a different complexion by another. So 
human desire, or the mother of moral ac- 
tion, may conceive by conjunction with 
the Spirit of God, as well as with the spi- 
rit of Satan; and in that case (since the 
child bears the image of the father) the 


Paithfulness--Contentment in our Sphere. 


The parable of the talents, in Matt. 25: 
14— 30, is a suggestive one, aside from its use 
as an illustration of Christ’s Second Coming. 
The moral of it, to us is, the importance which 
God attaches to simplicity and faithfulness in 
that sphere of life which we are individually 
adapted and appointed to fill. 


The following is extracted from an article in the 
last number of Harper’s Magazine, entitled “Pa- 
tience is Genius.” 

I am no friend to the lachrymose croaking 
about ‘ time of life.’ Iam just as able now, at 
fifty-eight years, to set to work in a new acquire- 
ment, as at eighteen years—and perhaps more 
able. ‘Were I to begin the world again,’ said 
Reynolds; ‘I would do all sorts of things I had 
neglected to do, and follow Michael Angelo’s 
steps.’ Now, he had been saying this forty years. 
Why did he not, at once, like Tintoretto, write 
over the door of his painting room ‘The day to 
Titian, the night to Michael Angelo? and in six 
months we should have had his limbs more like 
legs and thighs than nine pins. Why? because 
he had only the consciousn@ss of imperfection, 
without the sufficient power (or will) to impel 
the remedy. After lamenting this to Burke, he 
would sit down to a game of whist, or adjourn to 
the club to listen to the declamations of Johnson. 
It is will—force of purpose—that enables a man 
to do or be whatever he sets his mind on being 
or doing. A holy man was accustomed to say, 
“Whatever you wish, that you are: for such is 
the force of our will, joined to the Divine, that 
whatever we wish to be, seriously, and with a 
true intention, that we become. No one ardently 
wishes to be submissive, patient, modest, or liber- 
al, who does not become what he wishes.” 

Even at advanced years men can accomplish 
much, if they determine forthwith to in.— 
There are many late Icarners in the world: Sir 
Henry Spelman only commenced the study of sci- 
ence when between fifty and sixty years of age ; 
and after this he became a most learned antiquari- 
an and lawyer. Franklin did not fully begin his 
philosophical studies till he had reached his fif- 
tieth year. Boccacio was thirty-five when he 
commenced his studies in polite literature; and 
Alfieri was forty-six when he began the study of 
Greek. Dr. Arnold was above forty when he 
learned German, for the purpose of being able to 


produce abortion, or condemn the off- 
spring when it is born. The only effect- 
ual way is to bring about a divorce, and 
stop the commerce and conception. This 
can be done only by the power of God. 

2. We see that the true way to pro- 
duce righteousness is to preach Christ 
and the ministration of the Spirit. Let 
man be married to God by faith and spir- 
itual conjunction, and righteousness will 
be brought forth, by a process as sure as 
that of natural generation.—ReEprinT. 


The slothful servant was not condemned for 
the lack of ability or talents, but for slackness 
and evil thinking. It was as true of him as 
of the men who had two and five talents, 
that his commission was proportioned to his 
ability, and if he had been as faithful with his 
one talent, as they were with theirs, his reward 
would have been every way as complete. A 
reward that would have been appropriate and 
needful for them would have been a damage to 
him, for he had no capacity to receive it. The 
principle of distribution in the casc was just, 
and because he overlooked the fact, he over- 
looked the only possible method ot securing 
his own happiness and salvation. 





Interior Reading of Facts. 
We may assume, on the ground of the 
truth of the Bible, and the truth that 
comes by experience, that it is as good as 
a mathematical fact, that all things work 
together for good to them that love God 
—ail things without exception. Now if 
this is so, every fact that occurs has a 
meaning in it; there is good in it.— 
Viewed from the outside, there may seem 
to be no meaning, or to be an evil mean- 
ing, in any given fact. It may be recog- 
nized as a mere dead fact, unconnected 
with any purpose of God, or with the laws 
of nature, by those who are without dis- 
crimination and insight. Viewed in this 
spirit of unbelief, it may be insignificant, 


As individual stewards of Christ, we cannot, 
in the nature of things, be alike in our abilities 
and talents, and thus fill the same sphere of 
usefulness. This is not possible in the econo- 
my of our existence, nor is it the order of 
heaven. Our functions are different, and ne- 
cessarily and wisely so. God did not make us 
separately to do the same work or perform the 
same offices, but for each one to find out the 
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he did not even then know that he could write a 
line of poetry; and he was sixty-eight when he 
commenced the translation of the Aineid. Scott ‘se 
was upward of thirty before he published his 
Minstrelsy, and what a life of hard work was his 
after that. Handel was forty-eight before he pub- 
lished any of his great works ; and Mehemet Ali 
was above forty when he learned to read and 
write. Indeed, hundreds of instances might be 
given of men who struck out an entirely new 
path, and successfully entered on new studies, at 
a comparatively advanced age. None but the 
sick or indolent will ever say, ‘I am too old to 
study” ~ 


heart contribute to the stock of universal happi- 
ness. If all excelled in the development of 
one set of faculties only, the body of Christ 
would be a deformed organization, and monoto- 
nous in its character. But the excellence of 
Christ’s body is that every member, from the 
highest to the lowest, has a space and place to 
fill, which can be filled by no other member. 
The man of five talents cannot dispense with 
him who has but one talent, where both are 


Indeed, God has so arranged things, in 
this world at least, for the purposes of ed- 
ucation, that the outside face of the ma- 
jority of facts is evil. Yet we know, that 
notwithstanding a fact may produce an 
evil impression on us, it still has infolded 
in it a good meaning. If we understand 
the soul of it, we shall find it full of good. 
Only get where we can read the purpose 


terpart of our former statement is also 
ttue, viz., righteousness is the product of 
the joint agency of human desire and the 
spirit of God. Peter’s strong susceptibil- 
ities in conjunction with the spirit of Sa- 
tan, produced impudent resistance to 
Christ, and afterward a lying denial of 
him. And those same susceptibilities in 
conjunction with the spirit of God after 
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= We see it stated in to-day’s Tribune, 
that a contract has recently been made in Eng- 
land, for the consrtuction of a mammoth Steamer, 
more than six hundred feet in length, and with a 
tunnage of 12,000, or four times the capacity of 
one of the Collins Steamers. 
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Higher Law Principles. 

The idea is rising in this country, that human 
governments, even though republican, are not 
irresponsible; but are subject to the laws of 
God. This may be for the present in most minds, 
little more thana “rhetorical flourish ;” but it 
will, in the end, expand into a substantial, practi- 
cal principle. The Higher Law is not an abstrac- 
tion. Jesus Christ is the administrator of it. 
All power in heaven and earth is given unto him. 
He is King of Kings and Lord of Lords: and Pres- 
ident of Presidents, and Governor of Governors. 
Ilis living administration, at the invisible Capital 
of humanity, and in the midst of glorified myriads 
of faithful officers and co&djutors, commenced 
nearly 1800 years ago, and the conquests of nom- 
inal Christianity in this world thus far, are but 
the shadow which his recognized kingdom, yet to 
come, has cast before it. 

The governments of this world, may therefore, 
fix their attention on Jesus Christ, as the Chief 
Justice who will review all their proceedings, and 
to whom they will answer. His word is the High- 
er Law. 

With the reports of the Evangelists in our 
hands, it is not difficult to foresee some of the 
questions which will be put to the governments 
of this world, when they come to answer at the 
har of the Supreme Court. 

We will suppose, in the first place, that the pro- 
ceedings of a government against individuals, as 
in the case of Tuscany versus the Madiai, or the 
United States versus Dr. Gardiner, come up for 
review before the Chief Justice. The first ques- 
tion of all of course will be, Was the government 
in the right? Jesus Christ is no respecter of per- 
sons, or of numbers. Before him a nation is no 
more infallible, or respectable, than an individual. 
He will treat a quarrel between a government and 
one of its subjects, as he would treat a quarrel be- 
tween man and man. His eye (which is asa 
flame of fire) will search out the truth and justice 
of the case, without reference to the magnitude or 
position of the parties. If the government is in 
the wrong,it matters not what claims ot irresponsi- 
bility, or pleas of tradition, or custom, or law, or 
State-necessity, may be put in, its proceedings will 
be condemned. 

If it appears that the government hada just 
cause, the next question will be, Were the pro- 
ceedings in the case according to law? And 
here we may suppose an interlocutory scene be- 
tween the Chief Justice and the State’s Attorney 
whose proceedings are in question, as follows: 

Chief Justice.—* You certainly had cause of ac- 
tion in this case. But how did you proceed 
against the offender?” @ 

State’s Attorney.—* According to the ordinary 
forms of law, of course.” 

Chief Justice.—* What law do you mean? There 
are various codes. I[ have given the world one 
myself. Did you adopt my form of proceeding 
against offences ?” 

State’s Attorney.—* May it please your honor, | 
do not recollect ever having seen your form. We 
took the method of procedure that is common 
among civilized nations.” 

Chief Justice.—* That is to say, the first notice 
you gave the culprit was by arrest and a summons 
to a public trial. This is not my method. Nor 
do I think that nations who haye no better meth- 
od than this, deserve to be called civilized. Do 
you think that a father is civilized, who has no 
other means of correcting his children than by 
collaring them, with whip in hand, and putting 
them to an open shame? You will find my re- 
marks on the general law of trespass, in Matt. 18: 
15—22. It is there ordered that two private and 
conciliatory steps shall be taken with an offender 
before he shall be brought to public trial.” 

State’s Attorney.—* We always supposed that, 
those rules were made for churches, and not for 
civil governments.” 

Chief Justice—“They are rules made by the 
eternal law of love for all rational beings. They 
are the laws of God’s universal government.— 
What would become of you if he were not merci- 
ful and long-suffering, and conciliatory in his pre- 
liminary dealings with your offences? Do you 
imagine that what youcall civil governments, (but 





which according to your account ought to be call- 
ed uncivil,) have a right to be less merciful 
and delicate in dealing with offences, than God 
or God’s church? Mercy is necessary to justice. 
These summary, heathenish methods destroy thou- 
sands who might be saved for usefulness by such 
conciliatory methods as my code prescribes. Your 
proceedings are defective, and must be quashed.” 

Supposing the cause of the prosecution to be 
just, and its proceedings before, and at the trial, 
to be legitimate, still another question would have 
to be asked, when’ the subsequent judgment came 
to be reviewed, viz.: ‘ Did the offender repent? 

“Don’t know,” says the State’s Attorney, “ didn’t 
inquire.” 

“Didn’t inquire!” answers the Chief Justice, 
* What did you do?” 

State’s Atlorney.—* We sentenced him, and 
sent him to prison.” 

Chief Justice.—* But is there no place for re- 
pentance and forgiveness in your moral govern- 
ment ?” 

State’s Attorney.—“T don’t think those terms 
occur in our law books. We certainly had noth- 
ing to do with them in any of our trials.” 

Chief Justice.—* But you will see in the 18th of 

Matthew that our law, is, that an offender shall be 
forgiven if he repent, and that the proceedings 
against him shall be so graduated that he shall have 
not less than three opportunities to manifest his 
repentance before he shall be cut off from Society. 
No mercy before trial, and no mercy after it, is 
‘lower law’ with a vengeance !” 
*- From these principles of the Higher Law, (by 
which Jesus Christ will certainly, sooner or later, 
criticise the governments of this world,) may be de- 
duced the true theory of Taleration. Governments 
are not bound to tolerate any evil, religious or sec- 
ular, on the ground that it is out of their sphere, or 
in other words, that it is “none of their business.” 
Their interests are involved in all the proceedings 
of those who live under them, and they have a 
right to inspect and judge without limit. The 
plea of “ None of your business,” is no estoppel in 
the Higher Law courts. But governments are 
bound, in proceeding against evil, first, to be sure 
that they are right: secondly, to take such prelim- 
inary measures for conciliation and recovery of 
offenders, as the patience and mercy of God have 
prescribed: and thirdly, to forgive those who re- 
pent. These are the conditions which will secure 
all the toleration that any reasonable man can 
ask, or that God will approve. 





A Double Purchase. 

The testimony of the gospel in the Primitive 
church began with the doctrine of the Cross of 
Christ, and ended with his Second Coming.— 
There is an interesting contrast between these two 
great pivotal truths of Christianity, showing a 
double power of salvation in the gospel, or a two- 
fold victory over the world and the devil. The 
first—the ‘Cross of Christ’—was a power taking 
believers out of the world. By it they reckoned 
themselves dead and risen with Christ—their citi- 
zenship was transferred to the heavenly state 
where he was, and thus they escaped from the 
grasp of evil, as it were by flight. But in the 
Second Coming, which was the finishing glory of 
the gospel and the apostolic age, Christ came 
back to the world, destroyed Anti-Christ, and as- 
sumed himself the everlasting sovereignty of this 
outward sphere. His followers participated in 
the event, and received power to rule the nations, 
so that their final victory was something more 
than an escape by flight. It was positive domin- 
ion in this world, with the privilege of presence 
or absence, and the certainty of finally subduing 
all things to their own spirit. They were first 
saved from sin and delivered from the world by 
the death and resurrection of Christ: and then 
they came down upon the world as kings and con- 
querors at his Second Coming. Both of these 
facts are to be taken into account in our estimate 
of the gospel at the present time. 











Oppositions of Science. 

Skeptics tell us that the Bible is'a “fiddle that 
you can play any tune you please upon.” “But 
SCIENCE,” they say, “is solid and reliable ; science 
is settling all questions; science is the hope of the 
world.” 

Now we were so unfortunate as to fall long ago 
into skepticism about the reliability of science, 
and that habit somehow grows upon us. It runs 
in our mind continually that science is a worse 
fiddle than the Bible, and is played upon more 
discordantly. Can any body tell us, for instance, 
how many different and mutually refuting theo- 
ries there are in the science of medicine ? 





We read from time to time in scientific books 


and papers, but the more we read the more we 
doubt. Looking into the last Scientific Ameri- 
can, we find two new and scandalous schisms in 
the scientific church ; one relating to doctrine; 
and the other to practice. 

The cditor comes out with heretical virulence, 
against the orthodox doctrine of Geology, concern- 
ing internal fires and Plutonic formations, and he 
quotes Prof. Olmstead of Yale College, as in full 
fellowship with him, in this departure from the 
old faith. This is a schism in doctrine, somewhat 
like Universalism. 

Then the editor acknowledges that another sci- 
entific Magazine, ( which he does not name,) and 
Silliman’s Journal, the standard authority of sci- 
ence in this country, are confessing their faith in 
the principle of Ericsson’s Regenerator, while the 
Scientific American scouts and ridicules said prin- 
ciple, as though it were as palpably absurd as the 
idea of a man’s lifting himself by the straps of his 
boots. This we call schism in regard to matter 
of practice. 

If we read the Scientific American much long- 
er, we shall be in danger of becoming confirmed 
infidels to science. But the Bible is likely to 
keep its hold upon us. So we will not fear. 








Pieasure Excursion To Evropr.—Most of our 
readers have doubtless heard of the plan for a 
magnificent pleasure trip, projected by CorneEtivs 
Vanpersitt, Esq., the celebrated steamboat 
owner. Mr. Vanderbilt has fitted up in the 
most splendid manner, a beautiful steam-yacht, 
of 2500 tuns burthen,—the North Star—expressly 
for this voyage; and intends, with his family, to 
visit many of the principal cities of Europe. On 
Thursday last, (May 19,) the North Star left her 
dock, to proceed on her European tour, having on 
board three or four hundred guests, who were to 
go as far as Sandy Hook, and return in the steam- 
boat Francis Skiddy, provided for the purpose. 
But when she had passed but 150 feet from the 
pier, the vessel struck upon a reef of rocks, and 
there stuck fast. After lying in that situation 
for about three hours, the tide rising, the ship 
was moved from her position, and taken to the 
Government Dry Dock, at the Navy Yard. The 
next morning, she was admitted into the Dock, 
the water was pumped out, and she was found to 
be uninjured, with the exception of a small por- 
tion of her keel, which had been carried away. 
The necessary repairs were immediately made, 
and the North Star was again afloat, at four or 
five o’clock in the afternoon, and proceeded to sea 
the same evening. 

The number of passengers on board the North 
Star is twenty-four. They intend going direct 
from this port to Southampton, and from thence 
to London. After spending some time in London 
they are to proceed to Stockholm, thence to St. 
Petersburgh, and then tothe Mediterranean, pass- 
ing through the Straits of Gibralter, and stopping 
at Naples, Malta, Athens, Constantinople, Alex- 
andria, and several other ports. The cost of this 
excursion has been variously estimated at from 
$50 to $500,000, the expense of which is borne by 
Mr. Vanderbilt. It is expected that he will aston- 
ish the crowned heads of Europe by showing 
them how our republiean kings can distance them 
in magnificent and expensive recreations. Cc. 





Narrative of Experience. 

[Here is a well written letter from a lady, who 
may be recognized by some, as a contributor, in 
former years, to several periodicals in Massachu- 
setts and Rhode Island. Her literary genius and 
experience, baptized with the spirit of Bible sim- 
plicity and faith, may be, and we trust will be, 
permanently put to good service in the columns 
of our paper.] 

Oneida Community, May 4, 1853. 

DEAR FAITHFUL FRIENDS.—I know it is vour 
most earnest desire to discover the leadings of the 
Spirit of truth, in the lives, and in the hearts of 
those who wish to take up their abode in your 
associated family, and I will endeavor to state 
some of the most prominent facts, which have led 
to my present convictions. 

The chain of my religious experience is so bound 
together, that I cannot separate its links without 
marring the work; therefore, to arrive at what I 
wish more especially to communicate, I will refer 
to some leading facts which were published many 
years ago, in a letter addressed to a friend, and 
were given to the world without my knowledge or 
consent. 

Early in life my mind had been directed to re- 
ligious truth, by some instruction of a legal na- 
ture contained ina child’s catechism; and from 
the age of ten, up to amore adyanced period of 
youth, I was more or less under the influence of 
the heartfelt conviction that I was a sinner. 

My parents were not professors of religion, but 





they respected its rights. Many among my friends 
and relations, conformed to the religious customs 





of society, as displayed in what is considered 
the most respectable walks of life. Under such 
circumstances, it was quite easy to conform to 
the world around in outward morality, and a 
show of purity; but the sword of the Sprit had 
entered my heart. A desire was begotten within 
me for deliverance from the bondage of corrup- 
tion; how far that desire partook of the nature of 
holiness, God only knows! To my awakened 
perceptions, nothing holy could issue from the 
tenement in which my aspiring soul was encaged. 
The ardent desire to become a Christian did not 
originate from fear of endless misery, for at that 
time I had receivedno such teaching. The little 
knowledge I had already gained of Scripture op- 
erated on my mind like ‘the little leaven which a 
woman hid in three measures of meal.’ ‘Without 
holiness no man shall see the Lord,’ presented a 
beautiful contrast between darkness, ignorance, 
and misery on one side, and light, knowledge, and 
happiness on the other. ‘ Blessed are the pure 
in heart, for they shall see God, and ‘My daugh- 
ter, give me thy heart,’ were remembered with 
conviction of their loveliness. 

Still I considered the Bible a sealed book to all 
who were not born of the Spirit, and therefore ] 
felt justified in refusing to study it. ‘It can be 
of no use,’ thought I, ‘to attempt to lift my heart 
in prayer, for God will not hear sinners; and] 
scorned to adopt the formalities of worship with- 
out feeling its power, for that would be perfect 
hypocrisy. Thus for many years I lived almost 
entirely independent of religious teaching. I felt 
within my own soul that I was not a willing sub- 
ject of vanity. Hope asserted its claims over my 
spirit, and I felt it was my privilege to wait for 
that deliverance from all evil which I believed 
religion would effect. While in this waiting spirit 
my attention was attracted by a revival of religion, 
the influence of which was felt more particularly 
in the Episcopal Church; and contrary to the 
former custom of that church, evening meetings 
were held frequently at private houses. Thither 
was I drawn, and became more and more earnest, 
desiring, (as I then thought,) above all things to 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit; and wonder- 
ing why that gift was denied me, when all around 
were living in the heartfelt enjoyment of that 
heavenly blessing. Oh how great that blessing 
appeared! but how to obtain it I knew not. At 
times my heart was full almost to breaking. In 
one of the meetings above mentioned, I waited 
with agonized feelings, when one of the new con- 
verts arose, and gave his testimony to the influ- 
ence of grace, exhorting sinners to repentance, 
and directing them to the feet of Christ for mercy. 
He added, ‘Some of you may say, Lwant religion, 
but do not know how to obtain it. My friends, 
you must pray; this wish is from God; improve 
the talent given, and more will be added.’ 

These words were applied to my heart with 
Divine energy: from that time I determined to 
give myself unreservedly to prayer, and that im- 
portunity should not cease, until the Lord had 
heard and answered my petitions. [ made some 
efforts, but felt that my prayers did not ascend— 
the more intense my aspirations, «the more impo- 
tent my spirit appeared. I saw and deeply felt 
that a Satanic influence had bound me, as it were, 
with ten thousand chains, to earth; and that 1 
was utterly powerless, to save myself by prayer. 
Never shall I forget the horrible feeling of utter 
despair which came over me at that crisis. It 
was death to my spirit. I did succeed in breath- 
ing out,— 

“IfTam right, thy grace impart, still in the right to stay; 

If I am wrong, oh teach my heart to find that better way.” 
But I could not obtain a consciousness of the up- 
ward ascending of that prayer, and the horrors of 
despair came over me with an intensity which 
destroyed the life of hope, wlterly, and I became 
insensible. How long that state of insensibility 
lasted, I know not—but this I do know, I was 
aroused from it by a voice, addressed not to my 
outward sense of hearing: it was soft, vivid, and 
penetrating. Listen! ‘The fool waiteth in dark- 
ness, for the light to shine.’ Instantly it seemed 
to penetrate every fibre of soul, and body, and it 
aroused me. I felt a nearness to God, and my 
mental faculties became absorbed in the contem- 
plation of the Holy Spirit, which was hovering 
over me. It was more visible to my mind than 
were those things which my bodily eyes could 
discern, but the highest, and most beautiful per- 
ception, was the feeling of its presence. It seems 
to me now, that with a little more of that feeling, 
[ could have seen it with these bodily eyes. 

A high state of Christian perfection, accompa- 
nied with a great degree of happiness, had been 
shadowed to my mind, I think by the Spirit of 
truth ; and I could not he satisfied with any daily 
experience short of what my mind had conceived 
of. Every thing within and around me correspon- 
ded with the religious teaching which my eage1 
spirit was continually drinking. And I felt dread- 
fully disappointed with the idea that perfect holi- 
ness and perfect happiness was not attainable this 
side of heaven, and that the dark shadow of 
death was the only entrance into a perfected state 
beyond the grave. Is this conversion? (I 
thought ;) How can I believe it? Surely, no case 
parallel to mine can be found in the Scripture. 
and if not, what evidence can I gain of conversion ? 
Oppressed with such thoughts, I entered an eyve- 
ning meeting. A gentleman leading in the servi- 
ces, inquired if any person present would name 
some particular chapter to be read. The same 
voice I heard before, now whispered, ‘fifth chapter 
of John.’ Immediately a gentleman on the oppe- 
site side of the room called for that chapter.— 
Until I heard it read that evening, I was totally 
ignorant of its contents. [now firmly believed 
that the Comforter which Christ promised to send 
was with me. It taught me to apply the truth 
contained in that chapter to my own case spiritu- 
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ally. I felt that I was healed by Jesus of a spir- 
jtual lameness, which had shut me out from those 
ordinances into which others all around me were 
eagerly entering and reaping the advantage.— 
Now, thought I, what should hinder me from avail- 
ing myself of all the means within my reach, to 
effect a perfect deliverance from all evil. ‘ Behold 
thou art made whole,’ came with divine energy, 
put still I did not so fully comprehend that per- 
fect redemption which is revealed in Christ, inde- 
yendent of our works, as I do at this time,—that 
blessing was reserved fora later day. Desiring 
to avail myself of all the means for improvement, 
i became a member of the Episcopal Church. 

Religious forms and ceremonies are legal in 
their nature and tendencies, and they have no 
ower to wash away one stain of guilt. YetI 
would not sit as judge in denunciation of the time- 
serving policy of thé past. TI never can forget the 
benign expression of countenance which charac- 
terized that beloved Prelate, Bishop Griswold, 
when, as he stood within the pale of the altar, he 
yressed his hands on my head, and exacted the 
solemn promise that I would forsake the world, 
the flesh and the devil, and when he lifted up his 
meek eyes to heaven in solemn benediction. Yet 
the Spirit of truth impels me now to say, If the 
soul of the departed can discern what is passing 
here, that beloved Prelate is now rejoicing in an- 

other state of existence, that the dim shadows of 
earth are passing away, to give place to a conse- 
secrated priesthood and bishopric whose order is 
unchangeable. 

I firmly believe that Jesus took me by the hand 
and led me out of the legal formalities of that 
earthly sanctuary, and that the spirit of proud and 
bitter denunciation indulged there against all those 
who departed from their ritual, was prompted by 
the spirit of that wicked one who rules in the 
hearts of the disobedient. 

With Christ at my side, I passed through a 
fiery ordeal, and came out divested of that fear 
which hath torment. 

Feeling that I was actually healed of a sort of 
spiritual lameness, I passed from one worldly 
sanctuary to another, with as little dread of 
losing the divine presence, as I would pass 
from one room to another. ‘The earth was the 
Lord’s, and the fullness thereof.” The next apart- 
ment I entered, seemed to me a nearer approach 
to the ‘ Holy of Holies.’ There I saw inscribed in 
golden letters over the altar, ‘God is love.’ It 
is indeed true that the love of Christ was there 
delineated more fully, in the restoration of the hu- 
man family to holiness and happiness. At first 
it came to me like drops of rain upon the parched 
soil, to invigorate and to refresh it; but as I gain- 
ed strength by age, I perceived that the love which 
was begotten there was scattered all abroad.— 
Feeling that I could walk safely—that God was 
every where present—that all creation was a 
scripture of Divine truth—again I ‘took up my 
bed and walked.’ From that quarter no hellish 
anathemas assailed my ears, and I was suffered 
to bask in the sunshine of God’s universal love in 
freedom. Since then I have kept myself entirely 
aloof from all the churches. I seemed to be using 
the baptismal font in the water which cleansed 
the surface, and my daily food was a sacrament. 
A waiting, prayerful spirit has been with me more 
or less, and I determined to wait the leadings of 
the Comforter, to direct my feet to the true 
church. In the mean time, my spirit drank in 
with eagerness all the fragmentary reform-princi- 
ples so zealously advocated, and the songs of Free- 
dom buoyed me up; but pulpit eloquence was 
trash to me, and all the religious periodicals were 
thrown aside. I did really love my freedom from 
the bondage of sectarianism; and I revelled joy- 
ously in its moonlit beauty. 

At times religious feeling predominated over all 
others, and on one occasion of that kind I received 
astrong and vivid impression, that Christ had 
already made his appearance on the earth, and 
that even at the present time, he was here ina 
human embodiment. This belief produced on 
me a sort of magnetic influence, and I remarked 
toa friend that | had never been magnetized in 
the usual way, but that if a person could expe- 
tience the magnetic influence when awake, I 
should believe that I had felt that power; a 
world of poetry was iz my soul, and the faith of 
Christ guided my pen. I prayed most earnestly 
that I might be allowed to see the Redeemer. 

These impressions of the bodily presence of 
Christ were most vivid in the years of 1834 and 5. 
Within these years, I imbibed the conviction 
thata newly organized society must take the 
place of the old, and I gazed with intense hope- 
fulness on the prevailing tendencies to Association, 
or, Community life. At that time I had received 
ho information concerning the Community-schools 
of Perfectionists. My mind was opened to the 
investigation of all, yet I had little or no concep- 
tion of the when, or the how. Still, Community 
life seemed to be the most truthful and the most 
pleasing ideal of my heart. 

In the summer of 1852 I first saw a paper 
entitled the Circular, published in Brooklyn, N. Y. 
and edited by J. H. Noyes. Its having been 
issued by a Community, was to me its first at- 
traction; next the truthful and pure spirit which 
pervaded it, and then, the great and secret truths 
contained there. After perusing and re-perusing 
the papers with increasing zest, I adressed a letter 
toMr. J. R. Miller, residing in the Community 
at Oneida, in which 1 applied for admission to 
thet Community school, haying the sanction of 
my husband to my choice, which was expressed 
in that letter. 

Through the autumn and winter of last year, I 
emained in Ohio. The Circular was regularly 

fansmitted to me by the Community, with whom 
kept up a regular correspondence, and they also 
wnt me the work written by J. H. Noyes, entitled 
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the ‘Berean.’ I have applied my mind with con- 
centrated intensity to the study of the Berean, 
and I now am free to assert that I consider it the 
key to the rich treasures of wisdom and know]l- 
edge revealed in the scriptures of divine truth.— 
The author writes ‘not as the scribes, but as one 
having authority.’ I recognize his mission of love 
to the world, as proceeding directly from the 
Father of mercies; and in that church which he 
has been called of God to build up, I discern the 
living members of Christ’s body, dwelling togeth- 
er in the unity of the spirit, in the bond of per- 
fectness. Since April 19th of this year, I have 
resided as a visitor with the Oneida Community. 
I will bear testimony to what I see and know. 

T have never before been acquainted with a peo- 
ple exhibiting such strong faith, and simple reliance 
on Jesus Christ as a Savior from all sin, and from 
death. Here is a large and healthy body of men, 
women, and children, differing physically, yet 
speaking one language in the unity of the Spirit.— 
They all recognize Jesus Christ as their Lawgiv- 
er and their Judge, who, according to his promise, 
descended to the earth after the destruction of Je- 
rusalem, even as he ascended ; and they firmly be- 
lieve that he will reign King of nations, as he 
now reigns King of saints—that the dispensation 
of judgment, mercy, and truth, has already com- 
menced. With these views,they voluntarily with- 
draw themselves from legalities, both of letter 
and spirit. Recognizing Christ as their living 
head, they hold themselves responsible only to 
him for their sayings and doings. The ordinary 
cares of making a living, are held subservient to 
the spiritual interests of the whole body. The 
love-spirit is beautifully carried out through every 
member of the family. 

Forty-seven children, of different ages, are 
partaking largely of the pure spirit of love, 
which is so faithfully and beautifully carried 
out among the older members of the house- 
hold. When any of the little ones are tempted 
to willfulness and disobedience, whatever is the 
nature of their temptations, they will speak of 
them with the most artless simplicity, and ex- 
claim, “Go away naughty spirit.” They are more 
truthful, loving, and obedient, than any large body 
of children I have ever seen before; and my oppor- 
tunities of seeing others have not been very limit- 
ed. These manifestations strengthen my faith 
and encourage my hopes. I now sce before me 
an ocean of light, truth, and love, but I forbear to 
lengthen out this article, and only add: O Lord 
Jesus our Savior, allow me to remain with thy 
people, and to live in the closest bonds of union 
with thy body the churcli. 


With sincere regard, <A. E. P. Cuinp. 





From the Home Journal. 
A Universal Language. 


Geologists tell us that the earth has an unceas- 
ing tendency to become level, and this tendency 
is assisted by the labours of man, and the move- 
ments of beasts. Every chamois that bounds up 
the side of a mountain, every ploughman that 
draws a furrow along the side of a hill, as well as 
every shower, and gust, and avalanche, does some- 
thing towards reducing the globe to an unbroken 
plain. So does civilization, by means of commerce, 
travel, literature, colonization, tend to make all 
the inhabitants of the earth alike, in character, 
language and race. In barbarous ages, the tribes 
are small and numerous; languages and dialects 
vary with every few miles of territory. Centuries 
ago, Great Britain contained nearly as many king- 
doms as it now has counties, and each differed 
from the rest in language, laws and customs. One 
hundred years ago, every nation in Europe—nay, 
every district—had its peculiar costume: now, la- 
dies and gentlemen, throughout Christendom, wear 
hats, bonnets, coats and dresses, varying only in 
a slight degree from those of Paris; and even the 
peasantry are laying aside their ancient and pictu- 
resque attire, as fast as they learn to recognize in 
that attire a badge of inequality. One by one, the 
barriers which made intercourse between nations 
difficult or impossible, are giving way. Railroads 
have shortened distance, and telegraphs annihila- 
ted it. But diversity of language remains as the 
great, and, as some suppose, everlasting obstacle 
to the blending of nationalities. Will it prove an 
everlasting obstacle? Is the notion of a universal 
language an idle dream ? 

Not to discuss this question, but to devise the 
alphabet of a universal language, the savans of 
Paris have called a convention of European philol- 
ogists. They regard a universal language as a 
thing inevitable, and therefore beyond the stage 
of debate. They meet merely to accelerate 
those tendencies of the times, which, accelerated 
or not, will finally result in a common language 
for all races and nations. We do not believe that 
the proposed convention will do any thing to pro- 
mote the object it has in view. As well might a 
convention of geologists assemble to discuss plans 
for the more rapid leveling of the mountains and 
the speedier filling up of the valleys. The great 
movements of nature, and the onward progress of 
society are, luckily, not to be either hindered or 
promoted by conventions of savans. Things come 
to pass in this world by quite other means, and 
go on their irresistible way, whether savans as- 
semble or remain at home. Individuals are great ; 
—assemblies, impotent. The inventor of printing, 
the discoverer of America, the improver of the 
steam engine, the inventors of the steamboat, rail- 
road, telegraph and caloric engine,—all these have 
done something towards preparing the way for a 
universal language. So did Napoleon when he 
gave the European nationalities that terrible sha- 
king, from which they now stagger, and from 
which they can never recover. So does every 
man who speaks a word, or writes a line, or per- 
forms an act, which all men will desire to know, 





remember and repeat. For, at least, he con- 
tributes one word to, the common language of 
man—that word, his own name, whether it be 
glorious or execrable. 

The progress already made towards a universal 
language is considerable. It will not be long be- 
fore over all this continent of North America but 
one language will be spoken; nor long before the 
great continent of Australia will know no other 
than the same tongue. In vast regions of Asia, 
and in the inhabitable parts of Africa, the English 
promises to become the only language. The 
valley of the Amazon is yet to be peopled by 
Anglo Saxons. To commercial persons in every 
country, the English language is becoming more 
and more indispensable ; and we have, in this city, 
not less than a thousand boys, sent from Spanish 
colonies and countries, to learn the language of 
their future business. The extent to which na- 
tions exchange literatures is also very remarkable. 
Shakespeare is more read and better appreciated 
in Germany than in England, and Goethe’s writ- 
ings are household books in England, and Ameri- 
ca. The common education of gentlemen, in 
cultivated countries, embraces three or four lan- 
guages; and all this is preparatory, in many ways, 
to the universal language of the future. Indeed, 
we may safely conclude that, before gravitation 
has leveled the earth, civilization will have de- 

sabel-ized it; and not less safely, that the project 
of constructing a universal language, by conven- 
tion or otherwise is absurd. 








The Howling Dervishes of Scutari. 


We find the following description of the ‘ How- 
ling Dervishes,’ in the May No. of Harper’s Mag- 
azine, taken from Mr. J. Ross Browne’s Book of 
Travels in Turkey, and other parts of the East. 

Gracious heavens, what a sight! A menagerie 
of wild animals let loose would be tame to it. 
T can compare it to nothing but a bedlam of hop- 
ping and howling lunatics. First on one foot, 
then on the other, the shaven heads bobbing as ¢ 
schoolboy bobs his head after a dive when he gets 
a bubble in his ear; all bobbing together, and 





nodding, and jerking, and jumping, and hopping 
like gigantic puppets worked by secret wires ; 
the high scream gradually lowering to a groan, 
and the groan jogging down by degrees into a 
grunt, and the grunt into a general howl, so deep 
and savage that the snarling of hyenas or the 
roaring of lions would be music to it. The lusty 
gang in front work themselves into a phrensy; 
their shaven crowns jerk about at such a rate 
that one expects to see a head roll down on the 
floor every moment; their voices lose all sem- 
blance of human voices, and now it becomes a 
hoarse, panting grunt from the pits of their stom- 
achs, and streams of sweat roll down from their 
faces, and their scanty cotton robes hang dripping 
on their bodies. Through the wriggling, jerking 
mass you see a little howler who has hopped and 
howled himself out of breath; his head hangs on 
his shoulder, his eyes rolling, and his tongue 
hanging out while he gasps for breath; an old 
priest gives him a smart crack on the pate with 
his knuckles, and he starts into motion again as 
if suddenly galvanized, and the whole fraternity 
of little howlers are frightened into a fresh fit of 
hopping and bobbing and yelling. Now you de- 
tect a sly fellow in the crowd trying to cheat 
people with the idea that he is as zealous a wor- 
shiper as any of them; but you can plainly see 
that he is an impostor ora backslider; he only 
hops once in a while, when he thinks he is noticed, 
and howls so faintly that nobody can hear bim, 
and, as to the jerking of his head, it is the mere 
nodding of a head in the act of taking a private 
nap, and requires no exertion except to keep up 
a show of wakefulness. Old men with long griz- 
zled beards sway to and fro, unable to hop, and 
too short of breath to howl; but they keep up.a 
bass growl, and with their deep bloodshot eyes 
and the restless swaying of the head, look not 
unlike polar bears standing upright. Still older 
men, unable to stand at all, sit upon their mats 
and sway and growl in concert. At last the 
voices have been jogged out of the sturdiest wor- 
shipers ; nothing is heard but the husky grating 
of the breath in the throat, and the hurried pant- 
ing for air; and finally their chins fall loosely on 
their breasts, their tongues loll out, and all be- 
come motionless as statues. The chief priest 
thereupon makes a prayer, to which the most de- 
yout attention is paid. Not a whisper is heard 
till the prayer is concluded. For a moment a 
dead silence prevails. The whole congregation 
and all the worshipers are mute and motionless. 
It is a most impressive picture of wrapt devotion. 
Barbarous the scene may be, but not devoid of 
solemnity. And now a low sobbing is heard 
around the hall of worship—so low at first that it 
seems to come from spirits in the air; gradually 
it swells and spreads around till the whole crowd 
of dervishes are sobbing, and the sobs deepen 
into a low crying, and the low crying into a wild 
burst of grief, swelling and winding around the 
hall like a funeral wail. From every eye the big 
tears roll down, and the faces and breasts of the 
sobbing crowd are wet with weeping. So strong, 
indeed, is the influence of the melting mood, that 
the wife of my Portuguese friend, who stood near 
me, covered her face with her handkerchief, and I 
verily believe, cried as hard as any of them. — It 
was the most earnest crying I ever witnessed— 
so like natural weeping that I began at length to 
feel moist about the eyes myself, and never in my 
life. did I come so near bursting out into a regular 
ery. Five minutes more would have done it; 
for, however ridiculous such. exhibitions may ap - 
pear, there is always something in believing peo- 
ple to be in earnest when they pray, and especi- 
ally when they cry, that touches one in a tender 








part. Iam certain Alphonse de Lamartine would 
have opened the flaod-gates of his tender heart 
under a similar appeal to his sympathies, and 
have deluged the whole place with tears. 








== A good many Chinamen have beer. about 
our streets lately. They come to this port as 
sailors in the California and East India clippers, 
the captains of which report them to be excellent 
seamen—docile, obedient, and industrious. On 
Sundays they wander about the town in jovial 
squads, dressed in their peculiar manner, with 
their long tails swinging behind them, or coiled 
snugly away under their caps. They are full of 
fun, and are immensely ‘amused at the different 
objects they encounter in their walks.—Home 
Journal. 





X= A respectable Italian, while crossing the 
Battery a few days since, was attacked by a party 
of sailors from a Sardinian frigate lying in the 
harbor, knocked down, handcuffed, carried on 
board the frigate, and kept in irons two or three 
hours before being liberated. Police-officers were 
sent on board the vessel to arrest the offenders, 
but were refused admittance. Complaint was 
then made to the Sardinian Consul; and the af- 
fair, now assuming a serious aspect, is likely to 
come before the Government. 





Crrcusrs.—There are in the United States 
twenty-two traveling cireus companies, all pros- 
perous, and composed of the most daring and 
splendid riders and vaulters in the world, whose 
feats literally outvie those of Olympic games.—- 
The American character in its intrepidity, is as 
fully shown in the peripatetic audacity of these 
companies as in the more renowned functions of 
pioneership or war. The self-governing force of 
the people is also fully centered in their economics. 
For example: ‘'wenty odd companies traveling 
about, would naturally, without some arrangement 
forbidding it, cross the paths of one another. In 
France this would be regulated by the Govern- 
ment, and some one would be decorated and pen- 
sioned for his immense services in that way.— 
Here we manage the thing better. The circus-di- 
rectors, like the physicians, geologists, philan- 
thropists, &c., have their spontaneous congresses. 
There they consider matters of pith to the craft. 
and draw lots to determine their respective circles 
of action. The first drawn number entitles the 
holder to take a piece of chalk and describe on a 
map of the United States the circle of his opera- 
tions, indicating where he will be on particular 
days—the time, of course, being limited. The 
drawer of number two cannot run against him in 
his circle on the map. And so with the other 
numbers. This is all curious and nationally char- 
acteristic. 

A book, highly interesting, novel, suggestive, and 
with deep political signification, might be made 
up of the intrinsic self-governing arrangements of 
companies and professions of whatever kind in 
this country. It would teach many a doubting 
American much that he never dreamed of, and 
show that Oxenstierna, the Chancellor of Chris- 
tina of Sweden, was right when he said, “Go my 
son, on your travels, and see how little wisdom it 
takes to govern the world.” .'The world on this 
side of the water is self-governed, and proves 
the want of the wisdom which submits to Euro- 
pean over-treatment.—N. Y. Tribune. 

Bad News. 
COLLECTED SINCE OUR LAST, FROM THE DAILIES. 








Marine Disasters, 10; Railroad-Accidents, 2 : 
Murders, 1; Casualties causing death, 11; Casu- 
alties not causing death, 7; Fires,4; Burglaries, 
Thefts, Forgeries, &c., 8. 





Trouble Ahead. 


[The following, is part of an article in the Inde- 
pen dent, by Henry Ward Beecher. | 

The London Morning Advertiser, 2 
paper of a circulation less only than the 
Times, has a long and severe article upon 
the appointment of the Rev. Samuel 1. 
Prime, of the New York Observer, as the 
representative of the American Bible So- 
ciety to the corresponding institution in 
Great Britain. We cannot say that we 
altogether sympathize with the arrogant 
tone in the Advertiser, yet it will not be 
without its uses. Mr. Prime will be able, 
as in a mirror, to see how men appear 
who recklessly employ their editorial pow- 
er as a scourge of unpopnlar men; he will 
see the true nature of that moral courage 
which is very bold and virtuous against 
all unpopular sins, and the nature of the 
attainments which give to men the grace 
of throwing stones at others who have no 
chance to defend themselves. Mr. Prime 
has for so long a time had an experience 
of this matter in the active voice, that if 
may be well to conjugate him a little in 
the passive. 

We give some extracts from the Ad- 
vertiser, not to approve its temper, but 
to indicate the state of public feeling in 
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Great Britain; for we have from many 
other sources the means of knowing that 
the feeling expressed by the Advertiser 
is very general in England, and that it 
portends but little complimentary atten- 


tion to our cotemporary:— 

“ How much our warning voice was needed, is 
now proved by the fact that we may hourly ex- 
pect to hear of the arrival on our shores of Rev. 
Samuel Prime, editor of the New York Observer— 
a paper which professes to be couducted in accord- 
ance with the principles of the most exalted piety. 
“This man has been, for years, the most systematic 
and virulent of all the calumniators whom the Ab- 
olitionists of America have had to encounter. Had 
the venom of this pro-slavery divine taken effect, 
Uncle Tom would have fallen still-born from the 
press, and Mrs. Stowe herself would have sunk 
under the load of calumny which her Rev. tra- 
ducer heaped upon her head. None of the organs 
of slayery in the southern states were half so fe- 
rocions in their criticisms on Mrs. Stowe’s work, 
nor a‘tenth so reckless in their disregard of truth 
and decency in their mode of attack, as the jour- 
nal of which Mr. Prime is the editor. She was 
Yampooned and libeled in the columns of this evan- 
gelical New York Observer, to an extent which 
has no parallél in the records of the American 
press.” 

Mr. Prime will observe in this explicit 
paragraph, that the Advertiser has taken 
lessons in the same school in which the 
New York Observer learned its manners 
in regard to the American Abdlitionists. 
The Advertiser proceeds:— 

“With a knowledge of the facts which our col- 
umns have been, and are this day again, the 
means of communicating to the British public re- 
say this pro-slavery Transatlantic divine, will 
the committee of the British and Foreign Bible 
Society persist in assigning Rev. Mr. Prime a part 
in the proceedings of Wednesday? We hope not. 
We cannot believe they will. It will be a danger- 
ous experiment on public feeling and public pa- 
tience, if they do. We address to them a timely 
warning. Let them not injure their own charac- 
ter nor jeopardize the best interests of that great 
and good insitution, by persisting in their origi- 
nal intention to give this pro-slavery divine, this 
systematic and reckless vilifier of the Abolition- 
ists, a resolution to move, second, or support, on 
Wednesday next. Nor will it be enough that 
they do nat ask him to take any. part in the pro- 
ceedings of the day. They must not even give 
him a place on the platform. If they do, and the 
fact becomes known to the meeting, we anticipate 
a scene of confusion, which cannot be agreeable 
either to those on the platform or in the body of 
the hall, and least of all to the Rev. gentleman 
whose presence will have called forth such an ex- 
pression of public feeling. 


If the names were changed, one would 
think this a paragraph from the New 
York Observer. Such an opportunity for 
self-examination ought not te be lost by 
Mr. Prime, for all the world. He knows 
how a Christian feels in expressing pious 
contempt for mer who have no chanee to 
defend themselves, and now it cannot but 
be profitable, and verily a means of grace, 
to find out how it feels to be thus con- 
temned, and xolled in an editorial gutter, 
without any chance of cleansing oneself. 
It is not every man that Providence kind- 
ry allows to complete the circle of experi- 
ence, and who is permitted to drink of 
the same cup which he mingled for others. 

The Oneida Commugity, we believe, had the 
honor of being abused first and worst, in Mr. 
Prime’s last year’s campaign. (Ed. Cir. 





THe True Business PiLatrorm.— 
The true position of mind in doing 
business is to put away the idea of money’ 
altogether, and leek straight at the object 
or result of business. Money is a piece: 
of mummery, a disguise, a canting thing. 
Nobody wants it for itself—it is a mere 
toy. The thing that is behind money, 
that which is the essence and soul of all 
business, is the supply of demand. In 
the interior operations of the Association, 
we feel that money has nothing to do with 
business. The men labor for one another 
in the various departments without any 
feeling that they are working for money ; 
and the women wash and cook and sew, 
not for wages but to supply a demand— 
to meet a want. There is always motive 
enough among us to supply a demand 
without the mediation of money. Where 
there is a want, there we are eager to sup- 
ply. This must come to be the state of 
the whole world at length. If money 
were abolished, and men were brought 
to direct their whole attention to the 
thing behind money, all the necessary 
labor would be done more effectually than 
it is now. 





CORRESPONDENCE. 
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FROM NEW YORK. 
Poplar Ridge, May 11, 1853. 

—Never has The Circular been more 
acceptable, or edifying to me than during 
the last eight or ten months. The 
Home-Talks have been very serviceable, 
often containing useful hints, or giving a 
clue, so as to enable me to unravel many 
a doubtful question. Latterly, the sever- 
al successive articles on the Second Com- 
ing have come as ‘ meat in due season,’ 
I had read, and accepted as truth, the 
doctrine of the Second Coming, as con- 
tained in the Berean ;_ but this late dis- 
cussion comes with a renewed baptism of 
the Spirit, and of power. This subject is 
one which I desire especially to bear wit- 
ness to. I wish for no greater evidence 
than the words of Christ; and my heart 
involuntarily says,—Let his words be 
true, though all earthly history, and every 


‘evidence visible to the outward senses 


contradict them. I say now, as I said 
when the subject was first presented to 
my mind for investigation,—I believe he 
came when he said he would; but I think 
the numerous scripture-texts lately given 
on that subject, will be useful to a great 
many who have all along held the com- 
monly-received opinion on this subject, 
with some doubts and misgivings, howev- 
er, (as I have often found,) as to the 
truth of it. 

I think the system of mutual criticism 
would do me good, if I was situated so as 
to partake of its benefits. As things are 
I take a good deal gratuitously, as other 
cases correspond with my own. I believe 
the Spirit of truth shows me what is 
lacking in my character, and often gives 
me desires for improvement. In looking 
at our Perfect Pattern, I can take cour- 
age; for by looking to Jesus, we have the 
earnest of our salvation. ‘There is no 
other name given, under heaven, whereby 
we can be saved.’ We read that ‘in him 
are hid all the treasures of wisdom and 
knowledge ;’ we read, too, ‘If any man 
lack wisdom, let him ask of God, who 
giveth to all men liberally, and upbraid- 
eth not.’ Ifwe want anything that is 
really valuable, we must look for it in 
Christ Jesus, and there we shall be sure 
to find it. Will not he who spared not 
his own Son, but gave him for us all, also 
with him freely give us all things ? 

I had hoped to be able to help some to 
pay your expenses in publishing the pa- 
per, but I have not the means in my 
power now. Ishall thankfully receive, 
though it be more blessed to give. 

Racuet Kenyon. 


Sand Bank, May 17, 1853. 

—It has been but about eight months 
since J started from the city of destruction! 
for the celestial city; and during that time 
I have been seeking for knowledge, wis- 
dom, and truth, that I might be guided 
so as to keep on the highway of holiness, 
and honor and glorify my heavenly Father. 
While at a funeral one day, I found one 
of my brethren perusing a paper called 
the Circular, which by examining I found 
contained many truths to cheer a pilgrim 
on his way. I sent for the paper, and 
have ever found its columns filled with 
that knowledge and truth, that comes 
from God’s bountiful store-house, and 
which is adapted to fill the aching void 
that is in the natural man. It has ena- 
bled me to see light where before there 
was darkness, by rending the vail which 
hung before my eyes, and letting the light 
shine in upon me. Although the vessel 
you send is small compared with some 
others, I find the cargo so rich as to more 
than make up the bulk. Accept my 
thanks for the gift you have conferred up- 
on me, until my circumstances will permit 
something more. 

Yours in truth, A. M. Guruey. 








FROM NEW JERSEY. 


Newark, May 19, 1853. 
—The ‘Family Talk’ on the ‘ Nicode- 
mus Tribe,’ was accompanied with great 


jat present our full pension. 


power to my heart. It made me realize 
more than ever before, that ‘the word of 
God is quick and powerful, sharper than 
any two edged sword,’ &c. But I believ- 
ed that the truth would make me free, 
and rejoiced in it. The spirit of freedom 
and boldness for God and the truth, is in- 
creasing in our hearts. We say that the 
sympathy of God and heaven, is worth 
more than all things else; in the present 
tense too. He gives us an hundred-fold 
in this life, for all we have ever yielded 
up of our old life. ‘Thanks be to God, 
who giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ.’ I confess myself for- 
ever saved from the spirit that would be 
ashamed of Jesus and his gospel. I 
heartily join with the testimony of ‘ Adi,’ 
I am not ashamed. Surely the gospel is 
the power of God unto salvation to us 
who have believed. 
Yours for inspired utterance, 
8. B. CAMPBELL. 





FROM VERMONT. 
Putney Community, May 8, 1853. 

—While the rain falls copiously on the 
earth, causing it to bring forth seed to 
the sower and bread to the eater, the sun- 
shine of God’s love is bringing forth in our 
spirits peace and joy in the Holy Ghost. 
The promise is, ‘if we are willing and 
obedient, we shall eat the good of the 
land:’ our ‘ peace shall be as a river, and 
our righteousness as the waves of the sea.’ 

Our garden is prospered as well as could 
be expected. Peas, radishes, lettuce, &c., 
are up in the open ground, and look well. 
We have fitted up the flower-garden ac- 
cording to our means, not having time to 
be very nice in our operations. The ap- 
pearance about the premises here is still 
quite rough, looking like a long-deserted 
and neglected home; but with patience 
and perseverance, we can make this home 
one of the ‘high places of the earth.’ 

I like this New England scenery. I 
think that young England is much more 
like old England than the State of New 
York, or the Western States, though I 
have seen but little of it yet. In casting 
my eyes over these hills and vales, I find 
a tendency in me to imagine various im- 
provements—placing a clump of trees and 
shrubs on this projection, then a bower on 
that side hill; grottoes in the rocks; ter- 
races, summer-houses, &c. The winding 
streams also are quite tempting to my 
imagination. But I can thank God that 
I am not childishly attached toa particu- 
lar place. I find that my knapsack is 
packed, and I am ready to march at the 
first blast of the bugle, or nod of com- 
mand. Until the war is ended, we must 
be content to live in tents, not expecting 
But the bat- 
tle is the Lord’s, and victory is sure. 

Though I have much to contend with, 
in regard to bodily health, yet I feel strong 
in the Lord: yea, his strength is more 
manifest in my weakness; and the faith- 
lessons I am learning are worth more to 
me than all the gold of California. I con- 
fess my union with Christ, and with all 
who are joined to him. My heart ex- 
pands with faith, and love to all. 

Your Brother, Cartes ELLs. 





[A recent member at Cambridge, Vt., writes 

the following to her friend at Oneida. ] 
Cambridge, May 3, 1853. 

Dear Mrs. H.: I wish to join with 
you in thanking God that I am ina Com- 
munity-school. I find my heart enlarging 
day by day, and am sensible of an increas- 
ing love for, and fellowship with Oneida, 
and all the sister Associations. I join 
with you also in the prayer, that we may 
be clear mediums of the Spirit of truth: 
the very thought of it makes the ‘rapping’ 
mediums sink into insignificance. 0, is 
it not a matter of thankfulness and re- 
joicing, that we can enter into such close 
relations with Christ, as to be mediums 
of his spirit? I see an immense work yet 
to be accomplished in me; ‘but thanks 
be to God, who giveth us the victory 
through ‘our Lord Jesus Christ.’ Salva- 





tion is a free gift: if it were not, I should 


despair of ever obtaining it by good works, 
‘It is our Father’s good pleasure to give 
us the kingdom;’ therefore let us receive 
it in the spirit of gratitude that is due to 
his grace. 

I think our little Community here ig 
situated in a delightful spot, quite ag 
much so for being rather retired. The 
view of the landscape west of us is enli- 
vened by the meanderings of the beauti- 
ful Lamoille, as it courses through the 
valley on its way to lake Champlain: 
and away in the distance, as far as the 
eye can reach, we behold the mountains 
of the State of New York. But our 
imagination carries us still farther, til] 
we seem to behold the beautiful sur- 
roundings of your own delightful home. 

As it is very cheering to hear from our 
brothers and sisters, I hope you will 
write often. Iam very thankful for the 
invention of writing—it is so good a con- 
necting link, or means of communication 
between us—and I expect to know, some 
time, how to use it to greater edification. 

With much love to yourself, and all 
connected with you in faith, I remain 

Your sister in Christ, 
CuHaRLortTe A, Rem. 





FROM ONEIDA. 
Oneida, May 18, 1853. 

---I rejoice to see the cloud of witnesses 
who are testifying in the Circular to the 
truth of Christ’s Second Coming 1800 
years ago; and rejoice in beholding the 
glorious result of this belief, in bringing 
all its advocates into a unity of devotion 
to Christ’s cause, laboring with one heart 
for the establishment of his kingdom on 
the earth. When the doctrine of the 
Second Coming of Christ was first held 
forth by Mr. Noyes, I was in an Ortho- 
dox church—in unbelief with them ; for 
the commentaries did not teach the doc- 
trine, neither did religious or profane his- 
tory give any account of the event. The 
church and the world were of one belief 
that Christ did not come as he promised. 
Nevertheless in those times, God who 
speaks by a still small voice, stirred in me 
a loathing of the divided state of the pro- 
fessed church, and a desire for the union 
of all true believers. He also begat in me 
a spirit of aspiration for higher attain- 
ments in Christian experience, and finally 
freed me from church creeds and shack- 
les. I studied the scriptures to see God’s 
management in fulfilling his past promis- 
es, and saw there promises not fulfilled 
—promises that light should break forth, 
and that knowledge should increase— 
promises of union, peace, and harmony, 
even as Christ prayed, John, 17th chap— 
By thus looking to God and his word, I 
became convinced that he could bring 
unity out of division and confusion.— 
While waiting in this posture, I had an 
opportunity to read some articles from 
J. H. Noyes’ pen on Salvation from Sin, 
the Second Coming of Christ, &c. Be- 
ing free from sectarian prejudice, I look- 
ed these articles over carefully, and I trust 
prayerfully before God and his word, 
and became convinced that they held 
forth truth, which if believed and com- 
plied with, would lead to unity. Never- 
theless, I lingered in respect to commit- 
ting myself, till I came to the borders of 
despair ; at this time Mr. Kinsley pressed 
upon me, to confess Christ in me a pres- 
ent Savior from allsin. I did so before 
him ; and soon after I had strength to 
write and send my confession to the 
press. Now I heartily thank God, Mr. 
Noyes, and all other agencies by which I 
was brought to a confession of Christ asa 
whole Savior, and also to a faith-knowl- 
edge of his Second Coming, according to 
his promise, and the apostles’ expectation. 
These two doctrines are the basis of unity. 
This is my tesimony, after four years’ dis- 
cipline at the Oneida school. 

C. Hiaerns. 





Tue Best Revence.—A man once asked Dio-. 


genes what course he should take to be revenged 
on his enemy. “Become a good man,” answered 





the philosopher. 
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